Fall 2016 Meeting Times
Sept. 20 Audacity

Have you joined
GoodReads yet?

Sept. 27 Audacity
Oct. 11

Audacity

Oct. 25

All American Boys

Nov. 15

All American Boys

Nov. 29

All American Boys

Dec. 13

All American Boys

Jan. 10

Blue Birds

Jan. 24

Blue Birds

We meet from 2:15 until ? on these days to
discuss these books. You MUST have your
own way home.

Join or continue
our discussions on
GoodReads!

It is what you read when you don’t have to that
determines what you will be when you can’t
help it.
–Oscar Wilde
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All American
Boys
by Jason Reynolds
Rashad is absent again today.
That’s the sidewalk graffiti
that started it all…

Audacity by Melanie Crowder
The inspiring story of Clara Lemlich, whose
fight for equal rights led to the largest strike
by women in American history.
A gorgeously told novel in verse written with intimacy and power, Audacity is inspired by the reallife story of Clara Lemlich, a spirited young woman who emigrated from Russia to New York at
the turn of the twentieth century and
fought tenaciously for equal rights.
Bucking the norms of both her traditional Jewish
family and societal conventions, Clara refuses to
accept substandard working conditions in the
factories on Manhattan's Lower East Side. For
years, Clara devotes herself to the labor fight,
speaking up for those who suffer in silence. In
time, Clara convinces the women in the factories
to strike, organize, and unionize, culminating in
the famous Uprising of the 20,000.

Powerful, breathtaking, and inspiring, Audacity is
the story of a remarkable young woman, whose
passion and selfless devotion to her cause
changed the world.*
*All reviews from publishers via GoodReads.

Well, no, actually, a lady tripping over Rashad at the store, making him drop a bag of
chips, was what started it all. Because it didn’t matter
what Rashad said next—that it was an accident, that he
wasn’t stealing—the cop just kept pounding him. Over
and over, pummeling him into the pavement. So then
Rashad, an ROTC kid with mad art skills, was absent
again…and again…stuck in a hospital room. Why? Because it looked like he was stealing. And he was a black
kid in baggy clothes. So he must have been stealing.
And that’s how it started.
And that’s what Quinn, a white kid, saw. He saw his best
friend’s older brother beating the daylights out of a classmate. At first Quinn doesn’t tell a soul…He’s not even
sure he understands it. And does it matter? The whole
thing was caught on camera, anyway. But when the
school—and nation—start to divide on what happens,
blame spreads like wildfire fed by ugly words like “racism”
and “police brutality.” Quinn realizes he’s got to understand it, because, bystander or not, he’s a part of history.
He just has to figure out what side of history that will be.
Rashad and Quinn—one black, one white, both American—face the unspeakable truth that racism and prejudice didn’t die after the civil rights movement. There’s a
future at stake, a future where no one else will have to be
absent because of police brutality. They just have to risk
everything to change the world.

Cuz that’s how it can end.*

Blue Birds by Caroline Starr Rose
It’s 1587 and twelve-year-old Alis has made
the long journey with her parents from England to help settle the New World, the land
christened Virginia in honor of the Queen.
And Alis couldn’t be happier. While the
streets of London were crowded and dirty,
this new land, with its trees and birds and
sky, calls to Alis. Here she feels free. But
the land, the island Roanoke, is also inhabited by the Roanoke tribe and tensions between them and the English are running
high, soon turning deadly.
Amid the strife, Alis meets and befriends
Kimi, a Roanoke girl about her age. Though
the two don’t even speak the same language, these girls form a special bond as
close as sisters, willing to risk everything for
the other. Finally, Alis must make an impossible choice when her family resolves to
leave the island and bloodshed behind.
A beautiful, tender story of friendship and
the meaning of family, Caroline Starr Rose
delivers another historical gem.*

